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aneorn ; u \ 
moves, Bozo 
the Clone. 


Now that's 
girlfriend 
Merely 


asa Was 
just another day 
in he York. 


ys v - - 


a 
SI 


LT] 


fl sidewalks, skyscrapers, cae ia 
] stores were all overcrowded wit! 
kinds of everybody. 


Bet To the rooror the 
Baxter Building. 


i. we, 


“18 a AGO. 


bt 


It started 
ordinarily 
enough. 


Yeah. At least, 
I'm pretty sure. 
She had a 


How many times are 
we going to have this 
conversation, 


LL 


Don't walk 


fie 


Where were you 
yesterday? 


y, Hey, Dad. 
Yesterday. I... 
was...out. With [4 

a friend. 


Agirl, I'm 
guessing. 


I got a call from Janet Pym. 
She said she emailed you about 
helping her out with some 

metabolism study of hers. 


Yeah, she did. 
But...I'm kinda 


As many times as it takes to 
get you off your duff and make 


something out of your life. At:your ade, 


Johnnu, your aie = 


Susan was 
already -- 
Stop 
comparing me 
to Sue. Let's face it: 


You don't get me, 
f and younever 


No. You can 
stand here and 
| talk to me. Like 
\ ahuman being, 
\ nota “human 


What do you 


aa, 
(yy want to talk 


S\ about, Dad? ‘ 


tried to raise 
both of you kids to 
be contributing 
members oF 
society. 


But it seems 
like every time LI 
pick up the paper, 
you're out with 
another vapid 
starlet at a club 
somewhere. 


Z 


/ who you are. \ 
Who you need 


i 


ss 


“aN 


Nothing. Just ‘Weaaa 

get off my case, }e 

Dad. Leave me 
alone. 


Andthenthe ff 
A change came x 
washing over us. /aag 


Just tell me, 
what do I need 
to do? 


7 everything we 
awau. 


And when the ...the world as 
flash had cleared... we knew it... 


|_| > De ) Tae a ; 
| TT Wincees ) . <= C DCH ld A nto as far as ane ‘TT Fre, MO 
i Mca ir | — \ Be SAMSee: The _— ree ee 
~ city had stopped. Fz 


Ue, Sota 


And t iS just 
the beginning. 


You were 
supposed 
to protect 


"Give me your 
tired and your 
poor and your 

huddled masses...” 
I don't remember 
the rest. 


But it's 
some kind 
of bargain, 

right? 


Give me them, 
and in return for 
those people, all 

they asked was for 
you to watch over 
them. To protect 
them. 


Well, what 
happened? 


Where 
the hell were 
you? 


And 
you failed 
him. 


i 


pal 


V 


ie 


~ 


Which 
brings me 
to my next 
point... 


eez zis my 
fault? 


I'ave been 
sitting here, minding 
my beezness for over 
two zenturies when 
zee water attacked 
zee city. 


Eet was 
not me. 


And I certainly 
did not cast zis 
spell to animate zis 
city in eets 
darkest hour. 


I didn't enslave 
gifts from the 
French with orders 
to funnel potent 
power sources... 


... towards 
somezing 
called zee Dark 
Dimensions. 


ead 


I did not bring zis 
attack. I did not 


‘ave zee capability 


to stop it. 
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OOK WHAT © 
THAT POWER- 
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BAI eer array 
welv urs ago tN 4 to work that number into 

Johnny storm was / \ ; { 2 something more agreeable. 


hanging onto his life 


| 
| (Bervcscen iy 


H odds 01 
fH escape were 
infinitesimal. 


aiwau gGured 
fit somewhere in 
the middle. 
Y/ 


Or, a east, 
did twelve hours 
__ago. 


‘= 


Ts —_\ > / another universe. 
CC 9) a " C4 , Literally. 


he grabbed a baseball 
bat. Stepped up. 
He saved Sue. 


: 4) 
gy rie 
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then he ce ra < 
of a lot more. ——_ 


TIMING CERTAINLY 
SEEMS TO BE ON 
MY SIDE TODAY. 


7 


TT HOURS AGO. 


SOMETHING 15 } A 4 aie 
HAPPENING TO YOUR P) x AND YOU'RE 


WORLD. IT iS BEING ; i 
A WiNDOW GOING TO HELP ME 
TORN APART. MY SMASH THROUGH 


TOF FOR ESCAPE iS 
le) VE BEE 4 _ 

MN NARITOUING Geen p CRACKING OPEN AS go IT, FINALLY. 
ERI WE SPEAK. 


THEN I’LL NEED THE REST 
TO DESTROY THE ONLY 
MAN THAT GAN STOP ME 
WE ARE BOTH 
CREATURES OF 
, : : a SON, WE'VE GOT 
I'm nota : yA ' b> 1 | AN APPOINTMENT 
creature--I'm En, ~e ‘ 4 NY WITH A DOSTOR. 
. just...a boy. \ : / , 
DON’T UNDERESTIMATE 
YOURSELF, YOU'VE GOT 


THE POWER OF A 
GOD, TRAPPED iN THE 
BODY OF A BOY WHO 

DIDN’T KNOW iT... 


--Z‘-L NEED 
MOST OF YOUR 
POWER TO 
BREAK FREE. 


THE BARTER ™ , 
BUILDING 


And you've 
checked the 
thermo- ’ 

stabilizers? / J ee Not going to visit 

- : what looks like an 

inferno dimension 

without my A.C., 
Dr. Molekevic. 


Perhaps we should run 
a systems check one 
last time. 


So you and YP I missit all. The 
@ Meter Crirman collaboration. The 
SX don't die. arguments. Even the naively 
lofty goals your father set 
7] Why are you forward. At the end of the 
helping us? day, after all I've done...I 
suppose I just miss the 
Baxter Building. 


I don't think 
your mother would 
approve. 


Nope. But 
my dad would. He'd 
probably extend his 
hand and thank you 
for helping his 


family. That 


sounds 
\ like him. 


eZ 
eZ) d And then he'd remind you 
of those lofty goals ina 
long-winded-nerdy-but- 
admirable fashion. 


um. Sue, you 
gotta check 
this out. 


The apple 
doesn't fall far 
from the tree, 
it seems. 


Iwanna make sure I 
got this straight: We 
think Johnny has those 
nanobots in him. 


And we're tracking 
them with that Atlantis 
antenna, right? 


..and that's what 
we have plugged into 
the Fantasticar nav 
system? That's the 

blip on the screen? 


Because 
the blip kinda 
moved. 


) 
€. 


J) DReS 


What's his 
name?) 


= Strange, 
listen to me! 
Go get help. 


He's somehow 


It doesn't 


Sei matter, Johnny § 


Storm... 


At the end 
of the dau, 
Dormammu is 
merely a demon. 
And like any 
demon-- 


It can be 
destroyed 
by one spell 
or another. 


YOU CANNOT 


BE SERIOUSLY 
CHALLENGING 
Me! 


You're getting pretty 
good at this flying 


Ross asked 
me to think about 
being a pilot for 
S.H.1.E.L.D. 


Nah. I don't think I 
have the discipline 
for military life. 


You wake up 
to work out at 


fat. Clinically. 
That's drive. — 


We're 4 
coming up 
ON ites 


HE WHO 
LIVES BY THE 


Awesome. 
You going to 
do it? 


Anyway, it's all mootish. 
I kinda like my current 
tour of duty in this 
crazy army of four. 


About 
three. And soon FE 
to be four. I 
promise. 


There you 
y are with that 
\ drive again. 


.-DIES IF STRANGE 
BY THE WAS YOUR LAST, 
& SWORD! BEST HOPE FOR 


KiSS iT ALL 


THE PLANET... gS PBI» 


Think again, 
you giant 


The freakin’ 
cavalry is 
here. 


Get the 
@€S%+# away 
from my 
brother! 


Yup. The 
plan is, “t's 
clobbering 


I got these * 
Stan Winston 
rejects. 


HOW DARE 
A MORTAL TALK 
TO ME LIKE 


Fair 
enough. 


; Don't you . 
q@ Know not to wear 
oppressive magical 
amulets after , 
Labor Day? 


Let's stop 
talking. 


Because Bic 
Mackey is mine. 


Can't we 
all just... 


Not get 


Dude. 
Just wait 
for it. 


My boufriend 
doesn't believe 
in magic. 


He thinks | 

it's just science | 
we haven't 
cracked yet. 


That 

notion may very ~ 
well be the source = 

of his emotional —_, 

inaccessibility. y 
But that's a whole == 

other fire to ; 
fight. y : 


In the case 
OF you, though... 
I think he may be on 
to something. 


Because with all 
your bluster and 
Biblical blabber and 
bh demon-hands... 


SE 


N 


...You still 
seem to 
need Johnny's 

fire. 


Tet 
BURN YOUR 
HEART OUT, 
LiTTLE GIRL. 


You're totally Give him 
missing the whole all the fire he 
point of the free needs. All 
science lesson. - 


Johnny? Seriously? 


Is this my 
"I'm joking” 


How do you like 
my potential 


| Enough with 
all the death 
already 


Tjust 
want to go 
home. 
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Bo / We did it, 
RY \ SY (i 4 @ Ben. You rock. 
GX \ No pun-- 
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Yeah, none 
taken. 


Sue! Are you Vow 

even going to 
give mea .. 

second to... AF 


Isat there 
and told him to 
get off my case. 
Leave me 
alone. 


” And then he 


died. Right here. 
Dad died. Right That wave hit 
next to me. us all by surprise. The 
whole city. There's 
no way any of us 
could have done 
anything. 
That's not 
true. Dad saw it, 
for asplit second.” But he 
We both should pushed me 
have died, but out of the 
he... way. 
Always with 
the pushing, 
V that guy, 
S| Le huh? 


Thanks 
for saving 


It wasn't 
your fault. 
You're \ 
supposed to 


saythat. ¥ 


I know. But 
it doesn't make 
it any less 
true. 


You going 
to tell us where 
you've been? 


I was with 
Victor. 


Victor the 
bad guy? 


You know 
he's a bad guu, 
right, Reed? 


I know 
that better 
than anyone. 


I practically 
created him. 


From the day 
of the experiment, 
when he fudged my 
numbers and turned 
us into, well, us. 
It's always been 
about Victor. 


And every piece- 
of-crap thing we 
came up against from 
there on in, every bug, 
every zombie. It was 
all Victor. 


My scientific 
curiosity has had 
adverse effects, 

heck,they'll put 
that on my 
tombstone. 
But him... 


I turned a 
douchey piece 
of Euro-trash into 
an honest-to- 
goodness 
super villain. A 
genocidal maniac. 
My creation. 


My 
responsibility. 


This whole day. 
The tidal wave, the 
bombings, all those 

X-Men dead. All those 
people dead. 


Dr. Storm. 


This whole 
“Ultimatum” thing 


he started on purpose. 


He wanted a new World 
War, and the Scarlet 
Witch was his Franz 
Ferdinand. 


I'm assuming 
you're not talking 
about the band. 


There's a 
band called 
"The Scarlet 

Witch"? 


Why are you 
beating yourself 
up about this, 
Reed? 


Because it 
falls on me to 


| fix it. So that's 
what I came in 
here to do. 


Is that 
what this light 
show is all 
about? 


I've been 
running some 
iy simulations. Some 
"What ifs” to see 
how to turn him , 
around. ‘ 


Millions oF 
alternative 
worlds in which 
Victor has his 
way. 


Well, 
what are they 
telling you? 


It all comes 
out the same. 
Variations ona 

theme. He enslaves 

a million people 
here, wipes out 

a whole race 

there. 


Death. 
Destruction. 
Genocide. 
Blood. All on 
my hands. 


Any of those 
"what ifs" giving 
you an answer? Can 
he be redeemed? 
Reprogrammed? 
Nullified? 


Yup. There's 
exactly one 
answer. 


So what 
did you cook up? 
Intervention? 
Mind-switch? 
Bible study? 


In every 
one that could 
be empirically 
considered a 
victory, we Kill 
Victor to avert 
doom. 


I'm staring at 
hundreds of tales 
of destruction, six 
ways to Sundau. All 

caused by the same 
person. All fought 
to astandstill 
at best. 


And every 
one of them is 
i\ telling me one 
thing: 
I need to 
kill Hitler before 
the Holocaust 
starts. 


It sucks. I 
know what I can 
do to stop it, 
but I also know 
that I'm incapable 

of doing it. 


Because I'm 
weak. Because 
despite the 
scientific resources, 
the supportive 
girlfriend, and 
super-powered 
stretchiness... 


Life is still 
giving me the 
swirlie in the 
boys' room. 


First off, that 
wasn't life. That 
was Graham 
Hancock. And I 
think you can 
take him now. 


And secondly, 
it's not a bad thing 
man. To be the 
type of person who 
can't kill in cold 

blood. 


I know. 

I know, I'm 
sorry to drone 
on, it's just... 
I'm just at 
a loss. 


Ican't 
expect 
you to really 
understand. 


I understand. 
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rest... 
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we also buried 
| our | 


WA i" 5 Vy, 


"rights to om 
Friendships... 


I can't go back there. To 
the Baxter Building. I can't 


live there right now. 


This would be I love Dad, Johnny. 
I always will. And he nie 
ee was the smartest really didn't 


exactly what guy I ever knew. . geeuel: uN 


I suppose 
, I did. For But 
Save the now. none of that 
world? matters. None 


of that is 
important. 


What is 
important 
| toyou, - 


You left. You had to choose 


between saving the world and > oa ; z=) lla Sg 
saving me and you left. F A Iused to Av 
: ie f , 4) think our love jj 
YY ‘\e, y / yy =< defied logic. 4® 
‘ fy Z \ f P a We | H { 
i; ; 


But you're 
part of the world. 
That was the logical 
thing to do. 
Wasn't it? 


Maybe it was ‘ ace 
Let i 
just beholden me) Sry iy 
-A\\ to it. nner 
SN 
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Thanks. 
7 Thanks for 
everything, 


On your shoulders on Jf 
this one. 


S:HILELD! HELIGARRIERE 


Either I'm under the 
shadow of a slowly 
impending meteor or 

it's you, Grimm. 


That offer... 
is it still on 
the table? 


What about 
all your talk 


about family? Tasked 
asimple 
question. 


You sure 
you've got what 
Uncle Sam is 
going to 
demand? 


Array & 


rT a 


That. Is 
an awesome 
question. 


— 


we 


Has anyone 
ever told you 


We fiery boy-- 
from America. In 


the Fantastic Four. 
Johnny Storm. 
Are you him? No. I 
~{ get that 
alot. 


~~" You look ‘Wal 
YD familiar. who 
are you? 


P ! Sorgen 
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. / relaxing. =| -———— 
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y, He raised you } 
to be the one to 
LP change it. 
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Can’t believe 
this nightmare 
I'm @#$%E 
trapped in. 


‘Scuse my language, Y and who has to clean up the mess? 
\ but Magneto destroys Me. Carol Danvers, Director of 
S.H.I-E.L.D. Not a maid. They might 
as well hand me a mop. 


They wouldn't have ~~ 
treated Fury like this. \ 
They would've told Fury to } 
kick some ass and take 2= 
some names. Because 
someone's gotta Fay 
Someone’s gotta 
@#S%E Pay. 


And just case Magneto’s I'm sorry, we 
dead doesn’t mean they're Director-- 
off the hook. 


And 
Have you | that’s a good No. 
been listening\_thingP But it’s what happens. 
to a thing I saidP Treapeny needs an enemy. 
Mutants. Mutants are Goat's gotta be sacrificed. 
gonna pay for this. It’s just what happens. 


' _ SSA 


Nothing. I don't know. 
I thought T heard something. 
s\ Hearing things now. Great. 


~ 


iy | 
, A 


nx ‘ol 
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Okay, tree. I got nothing 
against you. This is just a gig. 
You understand that. ; 
I know 
ou're older than me. 
ind you're beautiful. 
And all of that. 


And I can’t count 
how many times I've sat in 
your shade. Fallen asleep 
against your trunk. 
But I got a job. 


; y 
have any last words, 
say Ehem now. 


Sorry, buddy. 
Tears aren’t gonna 
work on me. 


We 
gotta make 
room. 


on 
it going, 
Roguee 


Bonus to 
having absorbed 
Juggernaut’s 
strength. 


on, Bobby's 
waiting. 


Can't Rogue 
do thisP 


ng 
should stay here. 
It's important that 
I stay here. 


Not many of 
us left. We all have to 
do our share. Rogue’s 
cleared the field. You've 
done a great job with 
the morgue here. 


But 
it’s time 
to finish 

this. 


@Westchester) Ny) Kavier s'school ForjGifted|Children’ 


It's 
time to say 
goodbye. 


$ 


Just get 


Geez, dude. 
Do you even have an inch 
of regtehe oF emotion? 


Xavier's horne. It \ >|] Coe 
took him peste FRBNY | 
to build. > / 


This was (| aol 


It Lakes me — 
seconds to destroy. ees 
IE isn’t right. It’s... 
It’s just not. 


our horne. Not 
anymore. 


Says I don't 
have an inch of emotion. 
Everyone mourns in 
their own way. 


Twerp. 
Can't believe - 
Iever kissed }/ You 
him. kissed 
another 
man? 


Guess I 
shoulda known you 
was gonna move on 

eventually. 


Dead. 
{ Seems to be 
. contagious. 


No. We just 
needed to get 
her out of the way. 
Of all of them -- 
she’s the wild 
card. 


cool if it wasn’t 
so morbid. 


Ss 3 Zz ’ : i — 
Did you W_/Did anyone 
Why only one get ite see your 
grave at a time? 
Figured you could 


lo the whole lot. Maybe. 


Just because 
I don’t make a 
sound when I walk 
doesn’t make me a 
ninja. Stealth was 
his job. 


Maybe this is a mistake. 
Someone could find it. 
Clone it or worse. 


I saw 
some files. 
S.H.LE.L.D. already 
tried, those jerks. 
Whatever Magneto did 
to him -- it killed all 
his cells. 
Logan’s 
gone, Jean. 


@fissemble 


we 
come in peace. 


The hell ' Seriously. 
you think ° J 
're doing 
here? . Z 


/[ Listen. After everything 
that’s happened, 
\ it’s not gonna be safe / 
for any of us. 


They're gonna 
come after us. You know that. 
You hear their thoughts. Why do you 
NS think Magneto cobbled this guy 
together? To protect us. It’s Fine 
we had our own Ultimates. 


Funny way of showing teamwork. 
Knocking out Rogue. 


Rogue’s got a temper. 
She wouldn't understand and 
unches would be thrown and 
was hoping you'd be more -- 
civil. If I had a hat it’d be 
in my hand. OkayP 


We have 
to hog Hoe ether. 

All of us. Post-humans. 
Mutants. We've gotta 
have each others’ backs. 
You understand the need. The, 
you know, the necessity. 
It’s time to start again. 

A new -- team. 


I mean. 

You can’t ere 
this. It’s what 
the X-Men are for. 
Isn't itP I mean, 
isn’t itP 


You can’t 


You watched while 
he killed millions. 
While he destroyed lives 
and ruined families. 
Our family. 


Magneto’s a 
murderer. But you -- 
you could've stopped 

him. And you 

didn't. 
You just... 
you didn’t. You’re 
worse than Magneto. J. 
You're cowards. 4 


We're taking you in. 
To S.H.I.E.L.D. You can 
rot in their torture 
chambers. 


Told you we 
shouldn't have 


You're 
damn right 
we wort, 


You're the reason 
they fear us. You're the 
reason we're hated. You. 
And you'll yey 
for that. 


They ain’t 
gonna let us 
go without 
a fight. 


I could ri 
you apart. Atom 
by bleeding atorn. 
But I’m not 
gonna. 
I'm just 
ving 8 Knock the 
ning @#$% out 
of you. 


You pet Logan’ ~ 
stench all over you. 
He took an interest, 
didn’t heP Let's see 
what he taught 
ya. 


So that leaves you and me. 
Can't say I'm thrilled. 
Feels like I'ma EEE 
outmatched. 


i 
a y Come on. 
. {| We can talk 
this out. 
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Don't know what V 

Logan saw in you. grow a pair soon 

You're weak, frail. you're gonna get 

Might as well off dead anyway. 
yourself. 


A 


You sure 
ou’'re blamin 
. eri : people 
ere? You sure j 
this whole thing }/ What're 
isn’t your you talking 
faulte about? 


Maybe 
if you'd 
been stronger. 
IF you'd been 
smarter. 


Faster. 
Better. 
Maybe we'd 
be alive/ 


Bring them back. 
You have the power. 
After Apocalypse. 
Angel was dead. 
You saved him. 


it again. 
Dot! 


Because I’m not Phoenix. 
Phoenix is gone. Because I brought 
Warren back to life. Fee 
wanted to do it again. In my heai 
Tried so ibe ie save oe iy hes. 
And...I t. I can’t. I’ve bi 


picled ome it Presta Selfish. NN 
T Wastes it ties ed > . S\ 


You piece 
of junk/ You 
wanna smash? 


It’s okay, Kitty. 
Ib is a Fault 
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“Manhattan' Idon't get 


Dera CeEA TS ICG Uae it, we're just 


the city? Just 
like that? 


what the hell 
was that?! 


Wow. Was , 
that--was that 
lron Man?? 


I'm going to 
take it in for 
a landing. 
You guys sure? 
I can turn it around. 
I mean, the buildings 
might not be as stable 
as you might -- 


You sure, 
I mean, the 
whole city's 

a big ol'-- 


Yes, sir, 
Mister 
Jameson. 


I don't 


know if “allowed” 
is the word. There's 
no one telling us 


There's no 
ground control? 
No military?? No 

nothing?? 


You know 
what I know. 
You see what 

I see. 
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Generator's 
We-<maubie working. 
we shouldn't G===7 ind 


Is there 


| vend 
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Should you 
go home, Jonah?? 
See if your wife 
maybe--? 
No. Ican 
see my neighborhood 
from here, Ben. We live 
in a brownstone. It was 
only four stories 
tall. 


Maybe 
she made it 
through-- 
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Ben, no 
one made it 
through. 


I'm L. 
so sorry, 
h And what 
sj are we going to 


ic 


Website's 
still up. It's out 
site. What about 


of Newark. It's 
still up. your family, Robbie? 
What about--? 


write. We witnessed 
something. We're-- 


we're newspaper men, 


we should do what 


GED ab 
7 We should < 


The paper 
was going to fold 
within a year. You 


bleeding cash. 


I thought 
with new media, 
we'd find a-- 
New media. 


We're old and 
we're done. 


Jonah, you 
said you wanted 
to write about 
Spider-Man. Go do 
it. Now. Sit and /what about 
do it. Spider-Man? 


Jonah figured 
it out. He Knows 
he was wrong about 
the Spider-M 
bashing. 


Ishould VW 

have runa } 
better 
paper. 


I should 
have been... 
fair. 


What is this? 


My portable 
hard drive. On it 


Then you 
would have 
folded two 
years ago. 


ou 


is every story OF 
mine you've ever Ye 
killed. keep it on 
—_ 
Yes, 1 stories. 


do. It feeds 
me. 


Most of them 
are Spider-Man 
stories. True 
Spider-Man stories. 
You should run 
them. 


’ 


What?? 
Were you waiting 
for this day to-- 
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STARK INDUSTR Vv Tro 
TERRORISM- SPIDER-MAN SAVES DAY 
A story wrapped in mystery, conspiracy 

and shadow. That is the word coming 

from Stark Industries Midtown headquar- 

e the life of Tony 


ters in New York City wher 
ay not have been In great 


Stark may or may 
ieopardy in a fight that may or may not 


STARK INDUSTRIES VICTIM OF 
ERRORISM- SPIDER-MAN SAVES DAY 


/ Stark international, (Manhattan. 
‘W) Months Ago: 


From ™“ 
| { Midtown High 
\ School. 
eo, 


rs 


Yes, you 
: e-mailed my 
assistant fifty- 
seven times for 
this interview. 


Well, sorru, 
Ijust--you know, 
I wanted to make 

sure-- 


So I don't 
want to waste 
your time on 
that... 


Never apologize for 
tenacity. Especially 


if and when it 


As you can 


works. 
tell by the formal 
| wear, Lhave a dinner 
| in fifteen minutes. 


Which means = 
Thave less 
than that? 4 


Let's 
have at it, 


Unless there's 


anything out there 
you have issue with 


or want to 
elaborate on. 


for this... 


name is Tony 
Stark. 


I can't thank 
you enough 


The assignment \ 
at school was to pick 
a modern legend. A 


living legend. Noe 


Th sure about 
that.) 
} But 
okay, thank 


Well, Ican you. 


/ get the "self-made 
[ billionaire who invented 
| asuit of armor, became 
Iron Man and fights the 
good fight" stuff on 
Wikipedia... 


my first question, 

and the one Isee 

you often dodge 
when asked... 


... IS why you're I guess-- 


so public with I want people 
your lron Man, Well, to know I'm not 
um, persona? And you : yeah, I live in afraid. 
want the real New York. Maybe because 
Most super answer. I'm rich and arrogant 
heroes, they stay 7 , and don't have any 
under the mask. And children... 


ou could easil: Because I-- 
: have done a } do you Know what 


- a terrorist is? : 
But you = are those out there 
chose to go <> = who want us to be 
public. pas 'Z LP L—— — atraid... 
f And I want 
those people 
to know that 
> I'm not. 


We live in made your 


aworld ruled , . = 
tal by fear. Wit da But Ionly Why do 1. 
We sell fear ~~ iH weapons sell them to the } | think we need }aa 
‘ i a'| % i d guys. { weapons? 
Half the things you Z goo 
buy at the store are 
sold to you by making 
you afraid of 
something. 


And as a last 
resort I avenge 
those who need 

avenging. 


And I try to 
keep it that 
simple. 


People will 
terrorize and 
attack that which 
is different. 


That which 
they don't 
understand. 


And that which 
they feel threatens 
their way of life. But 

they won't win. 


To protect 
ourselves. 


It helps 
relieve 
fear. 


It seems-- 
and I'm sorry, but 
I only have the few 
questions so I don't 
have time to be, 
um, subtle-- 


Okay. 


But wouldn't it be 
Our job, at some point, 
as a world power or arole 
model to--to dictate a 
different type of 
behavior? 
Maube if we 
calmed down the 
warlike weapon- 
based thing... 


Others 
would follow. 


It seems 
counterintuitive. 


to the people, 
but a maker of 
Ss. 


Toa 


f certain point 


we do. 


I know, 
but you're 
sauind... 


And 
it probably 
alwaus will 
be. 


T'll tell you. And —— 
this is the truth This world is 
asIknowit. divided by religion, 
> <4 class, race, money, 
You know 


and borders... 
that. Everyone ) 


knows that. But do you 


A know what it will 
take to bring us 
together? 
It's okay. 


, I'm enjouing 


So I build 
weapons, I wear 
a weapon, lam 

a weapon. 


And I say I 
am not afraid of 
those who want 

to hurt us or 
scare us. 

I protect 

anyone I can. I 
defend anuone 
Ican. 


Well, let 
\ me ask you 
\ this... 
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Mister Stark, 
there's something 
T've always wanted 

to say to you... 


if 


— — ip 
You'||--cough-- / 


you'll need to make 
an appointment. 


{ necessarily a 


fan of cute. 


My organization 

was willing to do ( 
business with you in 

the proper way. 


” Through the 
proper channels, 
to negotiate... 


You 
chose to 
insult us. 


we're down 
to this. 
Your 
armor or 
your life. 


Are 
you kidding 


(RISK my 
neck and this is 
the thanks I--) 


Where's 
Jonah?r?P 


Y Tony Stark | eae 
fooling around The building's 


guy who works with now? under siege!! He 
catering over at = just called me 
Stark Plaza. € on his cell!! 
—— 


a SSS 


It's not on any of the 
networks. If a terrorist 
organization like Hydra 
tried something this-- 
I'm telling 
you--I got this 
from the 
inside. No one 


Guu's hiding 
in acart in Stark's 
personal kitchen. 
Dozens of mercenaries 
in green. Hundreds 


\ Get the Gas up 


chopper. Do * and get down 
we have a 


‘ Gree 
Hydra gr: 


4 They have 
weapons. 


We're ona 
bit of a schedule 
here, Tonu. 


you the opportunity 


to do business 
With us. 
i NE 


Which means 
you either stole 
\ it or bought it 
illegally. Sal 


Either way-- 
that offends 
me on numerous 
levels. 


SO 
annouing. 
Please be 

quiet. 


Give us 
the armor. The 
|| dood armor. Not this 
\\ tin-can prototype. 
i The real stuff. 


to forget } 
that I--_% 


Let me ask 7 
you--the only way you ; 
broke into this building's zaeaa 
security frame is by using qiq not sell | 
my patented Seatech Za 
Revo 9000... aa oA 


Kill me either 
way. 
So I'd just 
as soon pass 
on the offer. 


But you let 
the girl walk out 
of here, and we 

can talk. 


Hey!! Wait a 
second! 
is isn’ 
the line for 
Mamma Mi 


Someone 


dels = y 
N super hero?? & = FY 
ay A dip Nv 
) SS 
ie 
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worry, ma'am, 
I'm a licensed 
AN web-spinner 


nd notary. g 
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They said Stay here. 


“Hail Hydra." : No! Go home. Go 
2 2 r to the police. Go 
now!! __. 


“Ta 
= Pete, 
they have 


How 
did you know 
Best i 
boufriend 


, \ You think we'd 
/- come all the way I know 


Really? here, plan all tha you'll die for I know 
we've planned and Your "cause."For , that. And that's 
oem Carefully... just hope you give us your ego. 4 
what we came 
here for? 


Don't stall 


you the armor, me. Don't use 
then what? words with me. 


You arrogant-- 
you think you're 
better than me. 
That's the funny 
part. 


| You think you 
] stand for something 
greater. IF you 


| 
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couldn't sell it, you 
shouldn't -- 
Win ° 
ff 4 ‘\ 
\ 


| Ib 
But there are 
many other ways 
to skin an arrogant 
megalomaniac 
like you. 


There's your 
mommy. Daddu. 
Pepper. Janet 

Van Pune. 


Uma 


i 
ib Thurman. 
; “Ne (We're just 
(\ friends.) 
J | 
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should call each \\ |} A | 
other before ]\N I , A You could 


‘| A you leave the / \ \\ ¢ | AC \ have avoided a lot of § 
\ \ house. ¢ Yy | | embarrassment. 
/ 4 \ i\\ 9 ji - za 
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Don't 
let him--!! 7 


Y~ Do you guus 


A al order the matching - 
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Attention Stark 
Tower intruders. 


As you may have 
noticed, the building 
is now completely 
in lockdown. 


That issome 


Y\ wow. , cool armor you 
; ®, got there! 


may 


2 


p> 
4 


= ls 
a ) Y 
oe YY. 


2A units will now accept s 


“4 That's 
why they Oy 


wanted it. 
we} 


| . 
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My sentry 


Your SUIrendcer. 


The girl you rescued 
was here asking me the 
very same question. 


I pretended I 
knew the answer. 


T guess it's 
Truth is, 1 ist greed. Fear 


don't really, » 92nd greed. 


It's something 
to see, huh? 


Fear and 
greed. 


Well, thanks This thing 

for a lovely you did today-- satioualy 

evening. I'll not soon lag 
forget it. I could use . 


free college Thanks. 


you tuition. 


ever need 
anuthing... 


actually 
joking.) 


Tony Stark was not fi 
available for comment but he 
did release this statement 

} through his press secretary: 


“Stark Industries will work 
privately with the proper 
authorities to ensure all 
leads are followed and all 
justice is done. 


“We will not be releasing the names 
of our alleged attackers because 
fame and glory seem to be part of 
what they are hoping to achieve. 


“Tony Stark would like to publicly 
thank the costumed hero Known 
as Spider-Man for his selflessness 
in the face of great danger. 


|= “Hero' is not a word I 
use lightly, but Spider- 


Man defines that 
word in every way." 
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Spider-Man defines 
that word in every wa 


a” 
You're 


writing his 


That article 
you're writing on 
Spider-Man. Make 


Like I know it good. 


better than 
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The worst 
disaster in 
recorded 


history. == = Millions. 


IF you have 
any information 
as to the 
whereabouts-- 


The president 
is asking for everyone 
to stay out of the city 


until such time-- 


Largest 


collection of super- 
powered individuals 


both mutant and-- 


Reports 
= that the Baxter 

Aman in an Building-- 
a Paredevil @ 
costume-- 


The 
Hulk was 
seen-- 


Among 
the dead, 


Spider-Man 


and a-- 


The mayor Occult TV 
was out of town Personality Poctor 
strange-- 


The search 
for survivors A moment 


has already —_ of silence for 


the loss. 


How and 


why is still being 


discovered. 


Natural 
disaster. 


Terrorist 
attack or-- 


Stay out 
of the city. And why 


Ponot gointo were we not 
_ New york!! warned?? 
Please, do have 
your children leave 
=| the room. These images 

The President : we are about to show 

will be holding a press — you are-- 
conference. 


Asked that 
you leave the 
city by foot if 

you have to. 


Mutants amount of 


have beenblamed __ water-- 


but that is hearsay 


The 


entire world There's 


mourns-- 


The no one to 


structure of the ) blame but -- 


buildings-- An attorney 
: Confirmation. named Matthew 
Murdock, dressed 
as the vigilante 
Daredevil, has been 
found among 
the ruins. 


Millions 
are dead. 
What happens 


New York died today. And with it 
people of every shape and size. 
The enormity of this tragedy is 
too much to bear but, by the time 
you read this, the facts of this 
matter will already be recorded. 


A feeling of loss and hopelessness 
washes over this publisher and one 
wonders if another feeling will 
ever replace it. My loving wife was 
lost in the eternal damnation that 
was once our happy home. 


And though my family is gone, 
my employees are gone, 

and this newspaper has 
probably seen its 

final daus... 
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..all I can think about 
today is Spider-Man. 


Call it shock. Call it my inability 
to process the true horror all 
of our lives have become. But 
today I want to talk about one 
of our fallen heroes... 
Spider-Man. 


‘apTapTapTapTa 


me Before I was carried away from 
this hell my last witness was of 
m Spider-Man. I was witness to, 

§ maube, his last acts of true 
heroism and selflessness. I saw 
with my own euves...this young 
man dive into the hellish waters 
that killed us and try with 
everything he had to save 
anyone he could. 


Ogos! 


And now I am ashamed of muself. 
I now realize the sins of my past. 
My weakness as aman and my 


| corruption as a journalist. 


My confession to you 
is that I failed you. 
Spider-Man 
was a hero. 


Not a freak or a menace or any 
of the other names I called him 
in the pages of my newspaper 
for laughs and profit. = 
A hero. 


m 


I confess to you that on 
numerous occasions I 
either tweaked a story to 
put blame on him or didn't 
run the story at all. 


) One such 


story 
comes to 
mind... 


Mister Parker, 
did you forget to 
wake up before you / SO tired, 
came to school? 


ea a ee 


so tired.” I have 
school, homework, 


7 Okay, today 
we're going to talk 
about Chaucer. 


And a part- LA 
| time super hero Ww 
ae Pad 


J class will be a oe : 
ote i : ; e 
exciting... ' p « i WoY 


Oh sweet ih, —— SS all 


aE oF all 8 Attention all 
Beles So students and faculty. je 
This is not a drill. 


This is an 
emergency! 
a School is i ; ' We've bean informed by 
canceled, Effective . <, the armed forces that | 
immediately! ; Np ; i. % this neighborhood is not 
ia S safe and is in immediate 


There 
is a God!! 


you Know, Liz!! 
procedure seven. Everyone! 


All students and / \ Let's go!! 
faculty are to gather = 


Faculty, we will be = ‘ 
) following emergency a vam I know what 


their things and leave the 
building inmediately!! 


, l/( Okay, you ; 
heard him! 

A.\ single file! 
[Vv What's going 


on?!! What's 
happening? Ae 


ras age oa 7 You people 
When did need to get off 
Queens become an, the streets!! Please!! 
: Beirut? _, ¢ Go home or back y 


inside!! : i 
Who mee 
7 you people to 
leave the school? } 
Go back \ 
__inside!! 


Swinging into 
the bullets and the big 
green monster!! 
This could y 
have been more }f/ 
thought out. $ 


Stay out of eer 
trouble! ga 


i forget tm 
i up here!! 


eal 


Stand down! . A 
This is a military (4 
_ operation!! iy * 


to help. What 
was that? 


It looked . 
like a big green-- 

hey, watch where you 
point those things. 
I'm one of the-- 


Wow, how 
did I Knowyou ¥ 
were going to ! 
do that?? Ay 


’ With the big 
green fist and the 
trying to punch down 
. on my head. 


= Hey, anyone 
all oF a sudden 
in the mood for 


Target 
=. { is up andin 


a 7 They are going 
Mf to shoot up the 
{| neighborhood and 
\ people are going 
MN. to get hurt... 
? 


kinda like the 
neighborhood... 


j Ihave 
{ aquestion, 
\ seriously... 


Okay, that's 
enough. 


Reco 
alpha bravo-- 
Fire at will!! 


; Take ‘em 
both out if you 


have to! 


Because 
Ja they are just 
& fab 


“a iy 
Whatis 
{ f happening??!! 
Nd j = 
Z < 
ne, . 
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Everyone. 


Everyone 
off the bus! 


Okay, now, 


let's just keep 
it calm and-- 


™ 


I made a... 
mistake. 
My name-my 
name is Bruce I made a huge 
Banner. lab miscalculation 
that turns me into 
this- this hulking 
monster. 


you must be 
one heck of 


I read your work. 
You're- you're truing 
to- you're trying to 

help the world. 


why are you 
attacking 


us? 


Okay, 
Ido? , look at me!! Let's just- just 
breathe... 
7 ical what fe 
p r \ ‘ve done to myself. 
I didn't YAS WA \N 


aN \ | What did Because 
d 


Ns 


I'm a monster!! 


think I must be Y) 
But when 
they attack | destroyed. l 
me, Lget upse UW 
and Tt tum into- ) Th 


And then he 
gets angru. And 
the angrier he gets Y 
the stronger he 
gets. 
stronger he ¥ \" 
gets the more |/ 
they attack. 


KL 


They've been 
chasing me all 
the wau... 


I don't , 
understand--why \ #7 
did they start 
chasing you in the 
first place? 


Because that's 
what we do. That's 
why the world is the 
way the world is. 
We attack 
that which we don't 


wa attack understand. 

that which looks 
different. Instead of 

trying to understand 
what makes someone 
z different, ae lash 
I don't want 
to fight! I don't 

want to run!! 


SY what mu life 


I don't 
want to Aurt 
little children!! 
I-I want 
to help save 
children!! 
This isn't 


And we're 
all so surprised 
was supposed Jet's try way it is. 
and just talk 
_ to them... 


yaar Canal 
WA NYAYNIZTIN 


h ee iak y ¢i\\ 


aN 


the world's the 7 Zz 


ay 

id 
2 
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aay | 


a ee Oe 
ae 


) 
if 
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everyone just 
calm down!! 
th 
J 


You saw!! 
I know you saw 
him save those 
kids!! 


you Saw that!! 
He's not a bad guu. 

He's actually a 
brilliant scientist. 


You're 
under arrect > 
too! On your 


For what 
exactlyP? 


T'll leave. 
T'll Find a 
way to-- 


Don't--hey!! 
Don't make him 
| andry, you--I don't 
““\ think you'd like him 
when he's-- 
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When this story Le, 
originally ran in my 
newspaper it ran 
with the headline: 


} <ae\ 
@ ARMY CALLED AS MONSTER 


AND SPIDER-MAN TEAM UP 
TO WRECK CITY. 


This was false. 
This was a lie. 


Looking over my 
reporter's original 
notes and story, I 
see a man--a child-- 
braver and more 
heroic than I will 
ever be. 


And sadly this was 
not the only time I 
perpetuated this lie... 


One can only marvel at the 
self-delusion that this 
publisher wrapped himself in 
to decide he was doing this 
in the name of journalism. 


4 i That this was serving 
) the public interest. 
\\ \ 
\ My obituary for 
| Spider-Manismy }¥ 
confession. r \ Me 
im And not only for 
misrepresenting 
this story but all 
the others... 


My inability to understand what 
was driving him was probably 
what first led me down this 
path of deceit. 


Maube it was the mystery of 
the full body costume and mask. 
The unknown. The indescribable. 


9 

iA man, the first of his Kind, 
actually bouncing around this 
city taking the law into his hands. 


This gave us/me 
carte blanche to 
tear into him. To 
ridicule and 
attack. 


See, as a newspaper man all my 
life, I Know as well as anyone... 
that it is so easy to blame the 
boogeyman for the world's ills. 


| It takes all the blame off | 
of the shoulders of our 
| readers...and ourselves. 


PAUSE 
HA») REFRE 


; 


i 
SHES 


4 


Why he dressed like this I do 
not Know. Fear of discovery? 
Showmanship? Secrets so 
dark he could never show 

his face to the world? 


[ass tea There. 


i 


a1 We'llnever = 
Know. 


§ All we will Know about |) 95Rpge Se 
him as a human will ‘ 
come out of his 

| recorded actions... 


Saat aie ey Se 


eel 


Aman-child as eager to capture a ‘ i - : 
purse snatcher as he is to go up Ly . dio ae ; oe hy = WN 


mm against whatever Kinds of ay Ge a MP og i - rs ‘ SS wom 
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/ or mutation either trying 
to harm us or confuse 
our natural order. 


as 


Pe 


f 


it” ma : r a . —— 
— Vey —~_» Ww =a And, yes, as far as we h 
‘ Ss Know, Spider-Man was = 
. Eg 1 part of that disorder, 
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Whether we liked him or not, 
whether we appreciated him 
or not, he stood up and 


was counted. 


| 
mi 
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i? 
ZY 


4 
asking for reward, and when the 


Never asking for payment, never 
winds of society blew against 
him, when we in the media tore 


into him like wild animals... 


he did not waver. 
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this Spider-Man, the only 

inarguable fact, is that 

he rose to every single 
In the face of greed, : 
evil and maliciousness, 
he stood his ground. / 


All we really Know about 
challenge presented 


= 


ial 
ail | 


There is/was an ongoing 
argument in our newsroom 
that with the appearance 

in the world of a Spider-Man, 
a Thor, or a Captain America, 
new Kinds of criminals and 
villainy followed. 


aera 


hat the level of 
eroes seemed 
‘Oo beget the 
evel of villains. 


ay x iP} 
Maybe that was |i 


\ é \ y J i] 
‘Were f 
“ rg F! true. We'll never | 
|. Know. 


a. a ee 


But in retrospect all we can 


sau is thank Godsomeone 4 
stood up to those who 


would hurt us for gain. 


doesn't care what 
we think of them. 


One can only imagine the 
hell that comes with living 
a life of moral certainty. 


Challenges and | 
choices at 
every turn. 
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alone a man-child thrust into 

~ aworld he was only just ogy” 
beginning to understand. 
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As the days and weeks roll | 
ahead, we will hear many 
heart-wrenching stories of 
bravery and selflessness. 


This I Know. When this city falls, 
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For most of us, today, _— 
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Let the actions of our fallen ee 


hero guide you to do the 
right thing here in this our 
most desperate hour. 


DonotletonewordIhave 
written in the past dissuade 
you from being the person 
you need to be today. 
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I may never Know who 
... Spider-Man was or why 


All I will Know is that he 
would have wanted you 
to be your best today, 
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New York. % : Z 
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if p in the face of 
challenge. 


Do as he 
has done. 


Our better 
days are 
before us. 
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you rise to 
the occasion. 
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HENRY “THE BEAST” McCOY 


Henry McCoy, better known to 
the world at large as the mutant hero 
“The Beast,” died today. The found- 
ing member of the mutant super team 
known as the X-Men was one of count- 
less casualties in the tidal wave that 
struck New York. While the death toll 
is still rising, one thing is certain, that 
the loss of this hero will have a major 
impact in this time when the world is in 
dire need of saving. 

Despite being the quarterback 
of his high school football team, 
McCoy found adolescence difficult, 
due to his unusually sized hands and 
feet. Fortunately, this troubled teen- 
aged genius found a home among the 
other mutants at the Xavier Insti- 
tute, a school that housed and trained 
mutants. His acumen in the field of 
genetic research made him an invalu- 
able member of the X-Men. After a 
critical injury in Times Square shortly 
after the formation of the X-Men left 


him near death, it was his own research 
that helped save his life. Unfortunately, 
his biological makeup was altered in the 
process, giving him a truly beast-like 
appearance. 

Recently, McCoy seemingly cured his 
own pigmentation, returning to a more 
human-like state. His relationship with 
fellow mutant and X-Man Storm was 
also seemingly on the rebound. 

Tragically, this young scientist and 
adventurer drowned in the tidal wave, one 
of the hundreds of thousands crushed in 
its wake. The cause of this wave, and the 
other natural disasters that began at 
approximately the same time around 
the world, is unknown. As reports of 
more deaths come in, it is likely that 
this hero’s passing is only the first to be 
reported in this developing story. ™ 
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KURT “NIGHTCRAWLER” WAGNER 


The death toll continues to rise in 
the aftermath of the Ultimatum Wave, 
as Kurt Wagner’s name is added to the 
list of casualties. The mutant known 
to the world as “Nightcrawler,” due to 
his blue fur and demonic appearance, 
was actually a troubled young man 
who often sought solace and stability in 
his faith. 

Due to his deformity at birth, it 
was easy to tell Kurt Wagner was dif- 
ferent...when you could find him. He 
spent much of his formative years in the 
Bavarian Alps, where little is known of 
his youth. In his early teens, he was 
kidnapped by the Weapon X Program 
and forced to be a part of their black ops 
wet-works organization. He was freed 
by the X-Men and he returned to his 
native Germany. 

His return to the X-Men was marked 
by trouble and controversy. He quickly 
developed feelings for fellow team- 
mate Dazzler (also now deceased thanks 


to the attack that took Kurt’s life), but 
when this attraction proved unrequited, 
he was thrown into a state of mental 
instability. He kidnapped the girl and 
the X-Men were forced to rescue her 
from his grasp. They helped rehabili- 
tate him, but he left the team to help 
the Morlocks, a band of mutants whose 
mutations caused physical deformities 
much like his own. He found a home 
there and was made their leader. 

It was during an outing with his 
former teammates that the disaster the 
world now refers to as the “Ultimatum 
Wave” hit New York, an attack that 
has caused massive destruction across 
the globe in many forms. Nightcrawl- 
er’s sad ending adds to the already 
numerous list of lives taken far too soon 
in this developing story. 
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PROFESSOR CHARLES FRANCIS XAVIER the X-Men, of whom he was the 


leader and founder. 

It was his tumultuous past 
with Lensherr that formed the 
man Xavier would become. 
The two shared a common 
goal in their early years, but a 
dispute between them led to 
a massive fallout in which 
Lensherr left Xavier  crip- 
pled, abandoning their mu- 
tual philosophy of peaceful 
coexistence of mutantkind 
and humans. Charles spent his 
remaining years at odds with 
the man who would become 
Fj one of the world’s greatest ter- 
rorists, thwarting his plans time 
and again, while furthering the 
civil rights of mutants. 

Found with his neck 
snapped, the murder of Charles 
Xavier seems to further indi- 
cate that Magneto is indeed 
the man responsible for not 
only this death but the deaths 
of hundreds of thousands in the 
event the world has come to call 

The world was shocked today as news spread the Ultimatum Wave. Although 
of the murder of renowned pacifist and mutant unproven, it would explain 
rights activist, Charles Xavier. Although the the strange weather patterns 
identity of his killer has not been released to across the globe, including the 
the public, it is widely reported that the man tidal wave that destroyed most 
guilty of this crime is none other than his of Manhattan. The death toll 
one-time friend and frequent adversary from this attack continues to 
Erik Lensherr, the mutant terrorist known as_ yise. As a result of these 
Magneto. : ; anomalies, combined with 

Charles Xavier devoted his life and his for- the murder of Charles Xavier, 
tune to mutants, opening his doors to those yjk “Magneto” Lensherr has 
born genetically different and endangered by become the world’s greatest 
their own powers, offering a place of learning fend and threat.m 
and sanctuary. His highly exclusive Institute 
for Gifted Children in Westchester, NY, was 
revealed to be a training ground and headquar- 
ters for the mutant super hero team known as 
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n a shocking and incredibly 

disturbing tum of events, 
the mutant terrorist known as 
Magneto has begun targeting his 
own kind in his quest to wipe out 
all of humanity and its supporters. 
Ina single act of mutant-on-mutant 
violence, he has become 
the greatest threat this 
world has ever seen, as he un- 
leashed a series of suicide bomb- 
ers, all duplicates of the mutant 
known as Jamie Madrox, the aptly 
named “Multiple Man.” 

The greatest casualties of this act 
are being reported from the site 
of Emma Frost’s Academy of 
Tomorrow, a school designed to 
be a safe haven for mutants and 
humans. 

Formed as a counter to Charles 
Xavier’s seemingly aggressive, 


ACADEMY TT OF TOMORROW IS NO MORE! 


“police force” of mutants, the 
Academy of Tomorrow opened 
its doors to all students with gift- 
ed abilities, regardless of genetic 
status. It is perhaps because of 
this cohabitation that Magneto 
targeted this school for destruc- 
tion. It appears that there are no 
survivors from this horrific attack, 
although it will take weeks to sift 
through the remains and identify 
the casualties. In addition to the 
founder, Emma Frost, the known 
deceased include Cannonball, 
Polaris, Cypher, Sunspot, and 
dozens of others.= 
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The mutant terrorist known as the 
Blob was killed today at the hands of 
the Ultimates member known as Hank 
Pym, a.k.a. Yellowjacket. Not much 
is known of the man outside of his 
activities in conjunction with the 
Brotherhood of Mutants. Given that 
organization’s ties to Magneto, it is 
no surprise that this villain is involved 
in the disaster gripping our world 
these past few days, causing death and 
carnage in his wake. 

What little is known of the Blob is dis- 
turbing, to say the least. Long rumored 
to have cannibalistic tendencies, and a 
mutant power that is strengthened by 
this, the Blob was seen devouring bod- 
ies of the victims of the Ultimatum 
wave in New York City. It was his 
latest victim — the Ultimates member 
Janet Van Dyne, a.k.a. The Wasp — 
that finally proved to be his last, when 
Van Dyne’s husband came across the 


Blob feasting on her corpse. Com- 
pletely lost in grief, Hank Pym killed 
the man, ending his reign of terror. 
Franklin “The Blob” Duncan leaves 
behind a legacy of evil, but also an in- 
nocent child — his daughter, the mutant 
Liz Allen, a student at Midtown High. 
Allen believed the man to be her uncle, 
but was recently exposed to the truth 
when her own mutant powers devel- 
oped. It remains to be seen if she will 
follow in her father’s evil footsteps. 
Although every death that comes in 
adds to the tragically growing number 
of casualties, it is with little mourning 
that we report on the death of such a 
heinous monster as The Blob.= 
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The uncountable number of Mul- 
tiple Man copies suddenly disap- 
peared earlier today from the streets 
of cities across the world, leaving 
people everywhere rejoicing at 
what appears to be the death of 
the mass-murdering mutant terror- 
ist. While it is unclear how Jamie 
Madrox met his sudden end, it is 
likely safe to assume that one of his 
adversaries in the mutant group the 
X-Men, took his life in a valiant ef- 
fort to save the world from further 
destruction following the recently 
dubbed “Ultimatum Wave.” 


Beyond his recent passing and 
his birth in Madison, WI, little is 
known about Jamie Madrox. His 
alter ego(s) on the other hand is 
slightly better explored. As the 
mutant terrorist Multiple Man, Ma- 
drox was responsible for the death 
of thousands of innocent civilians 


along with his cohorts in the mutant 
terrorist Magneto’s Brotherhood of 
Mutants. Creating numerous cop- 
ies of himself and strapping bombs 
to each of their chests, Madrox and 
his Multiple Man doubles created 
death and chaos on a global scale, 
claiming even the life of hero Hank 
Pym, known to many as Giant Man, 
and more recently as Yellowjacket.s 
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The world cannot help but be dev- 
astated at the loss of Elizabeth “Betsy” 
Braddock. A true hero in every sense 
of the word, Betsy, known to friends 
and family as Psylocke, was assault- 
ed and murdered in Charles Xavier’s 
Institute for Gifted Youngsters by a 
crazed group of human supremacists 
led by former minister William Stryk- 
er, Jr. 


Elizabeth Braddock was born to re- 
nowned scientist Sir James Braddock, 
who along with her brother Brian 
Braddock, a fellow hero known as 
Captain Britain, were recently killed 
in a terrorist bombing at Parliament in 
London. While much of Betsy’s early 
adult life is unknown, what has made 
its way into the public eye can only be 
considered a testament to the magnifi- 
cent person she must have been. When 
the abomination known by many as 
Proteus ran rampant through the streets 


ELIZABETH “BETSY” BRADDOCK (PSYLOCKE) 


of New York City it was solely through 
the sacrifice of Elizabeth Braddock 
that the creature could be brought to a 
halt, claiming with it the first life of the 
young hero Psylocke. 


While undoubtedly many more trage- 
dies similar to this one will occur in the 
passing days, one can only hope that 
Betsy’s death will serve as a deterrent 
to people around the world seized by 
anti-mutant hysteria. Elizabeth “Bet- 
sy” Braddock strove to keep safe all 
those around her, with no regard to her 
own life. She died young. She died 
twice. She died tragically. But most 
of all she died a hero. m 
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WARREN WORTHINGTON III (ANGEL) 


The skies will never be the same as 
one of Earth’s most valiant heroes will 
never again soar through them. Warren 
Worthington ITI, better known amongst 
both his colleagues and people across 
the world as Angel, has passed away in 
what can only be referred to as a heroic 
struggle with the mutant terrorist Erik 
Lensherr, better known across the globe 
by his alias Magneto. 


Warren Worthington III] was born an 
only child to multimillionaire Warren 
K. Worthington Jr. Spending the ma- 
jority of his life in the Colorado Moun- 
tains, Warren was eventually enrolled in 
the recently deceased Charles Xavier’s 
Institute for Gifted Youngsters. Un- 
derstandably confused for an angel by 
people around the world, Warren’s début 
in the public eye will not soon be for- 
gotten. For as much of the religious 
hysteria regarding his form has passed, 
as Worthington himself confirmed his 
wings to be the result of a genetic mu- 
tation, upon examining the ordeals he 
overcame in his lifetime it becomes im- 
possible to deny that Warren possessed a 
spark of something truly speci 
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Joining Xavier’s X-Men soon after his 
arrival at the Institute, Warren proved 
himself countless times to both his com- 
rades and the world that watched him 
from afar. Soaring into the midst of 
conflicts that remain to this day unthink- 
able to many, Warren fought to protect 
not only mutants like himself, but often 
the rest of the world that, often violently, 
shunned him. One cannot help but won- 
der if such a selfless individual wasn’t 
something more than even he himself 
realized. Yet all speculation aside, one 
thing is for sure: Warren Worthington III 
will always be remembered, by both hu- 
man and mutant alike, soaring the open 
skies like an Angel, watching over all 
those below him from leagues above. m 
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Teacher. Leader. Hero. Scott Sum- 
mers, the mutant superhero known 
as Cyclops was gunned down on 
the steps of the Capitol Building in 
Washington D.C. by an unknown 
gunman before a gathered crowd 
of thousands of onlookers. The 
historic moment will undoubtedly 
be forever etched on the collective 
memory of the country and serves 
as a reminder to those who take life 
and worthwhile causes for granted. 


Perhaps best known for his stead- 
fast leadership of Charles Xavier’s 
mutant group the X-Men, Summers 
fought for the hope that one day 
mutants and humans would coex- 
ist peacefully. With his trademark 
optic blast, he rallied the combined 


forces of the X-Men, the govern- 
ment sponsored Ultimates and the 
Fantastic Four against Magneto, the 
mutant terrorist responsible for the 
destruction of New York and the 
mass murder of thousands of inno- 
cent Americans. His valiant efforts 
put a stop, once and for all, to the 
threat of the homicidal madman and 
have paved the way for the dream 
of mutant/human co-existence to 
become reality. = 
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JAMES “WOLVERINE” HOWLETT 


Little is known about the man 
known as Wolverine but if the world 
considers him anything, it is a hero. 
Once believed to be an assassin in 
the employ of the mutant terrorist 
Magneto, James Howlett’s life was 
taken in the horrendous battle that took 
the lives of countless heroes. No body 
was ever found. 


Before coming to work and live at 
Professor Charles Xavier’s exclusive 
Institute for Gifted Children in West- 
chester, NY, much of Howlett’s past 
remained a mystery to him. He served 
valiantly in the Canadian armed forc- 
es with the America’s greatest hero 
- Captain America - as a paratrooper 
during World War IL. His astounding 
resiliency in the heat of battle earned 
him the nickname “Lucky Jim” and he 
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continued his service to our country 
in varying capacities including as part 
of the notorious mutant group, the 
X-Men. 


Those who knew him will remember 
his independent nature, his love of 
beer and his willingness to sacrifice 
his own safety for the greater good. He 
died fighting the good fight against a 
monster who killed thousands with the 
Ultimatum Wave — he was the best at 
what he did. = 
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